
Synopsis of Passion Songs 

 

Passion Songs is conceived and written by the trio – Ian Florance, librettist and poet, Kendal Kirkland 

Shepherd, composer, and Rod Iliffe, composer/arranger.  This trio already have a substantial body of 

work under their belts, including A Requiem, written for narrator, SATB choir, soloists, piano, organ and 

rock band, The Song of St Francis, for children’s voices, and soprano/tenor soloists, and Heloise, a music 

drama on the lives and love of Abelard and Heloise. 

This suite of words and music, to have its Premiere performance at St Mary's Church Woodford on 10th 

April 2016, was inspired by Christ in the Centre, a street depiction of Christ's Passion performed on Good 

Friday in Leicester city centre. Kendal and Rod wrote the original music for this event from it 

inauguration in 2003 to 2008. 

At the same time, Ian was inspired to write a sequence of poems ostensibly depicting elements (fire, 

rock, wood, paper, air etc) but using these elements to consider and reflect upon aspects of the Passion 

itself.  Rock thus becomes Gethsemane; paper the Trial; wood, the Crucifixion; fire, the Harrowing of 

Hell, and air, the Ascension. The Passion Songs suite is an amalgam of music written for Christ in the 

Centre, Ian's poems and newly written material. 

The piece is scored for SATB choir and small orchestral ensemble, with solo singers and reader.  It will 

last approximately 45 to 50 minutes and is to be performed without interval. 

 


